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CEDP Attendance Benchmark Target Level = 90% 

St Patrick’s Current Attendance Level = 93.4%  

Dear Parents 
 

You will find in this newsletter information regarding this year’s National Assessment Program – Literacy and  
Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Years 3 and 5 in all schools across Australia. These assessments will take place on 
Tuesday 9 May (Language Conventions [Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar] Writing test) Wednesday 10 
May (Reading test) and Thursday 11 May (Numeracy test) with FRIDAY 12th May a catch-up day for  
children who were absent on any of the other days.  In high schools students in year 7 and 9 undertake this test 
also. 
 
For your information regarding the process, the test booklets and materials arrive at least ten days before the 
testing date so that schools can check that there are enough booklets and other testing material for every student 
in the relevant grades.  These packages are in tamper proof wrapping and are counted and checked by two 
members of staff through this wrapping. The test material cannot be viewed by anyone at this time and as soon 
as the counting is completed the boxes are resealed, signed and not opened again until the morning of the first 
test, when they given to  the grade three and five teachers. This procedure is followed for each subsequent test. 
 

At St Patrick’s Parramatta all students in grades three and five sit the tests, as we include students with a variety 
of learning difficulties such as mild intellectual disabilities, specific learning difficulties, Attention Deficit Disorder 
and Anxiety Disorders for example. In some instances a parent  may decide to request their child not to sit the 
test. 
 

All completed test booklets are returned to the principal’s office and stored securely until they are collected to be 
taken to the marking centre at the completion of all tests. The classroom teachers and learning support teachers 
remove any wall charts or material that could be copied during the test and seat the children so that they are  
unable to copy from each other. During the testing period  the principal or the assistant principal is asked to make 
random visits to the testing areas to ensure that all correct protocols are being observed. 
 

Teachers also make a point of carefully observing the children throughout the test, noting those who finish very 
quickly or those who do not finish in the required time frame, as all this can provide valuable feedback after all 
tests are submitted,  not only to individual students but parents as well. 
 

It is important to remember that children will be sitting a number of formal assessments throughout their 
school lives and that many of the skills they possess are not always assessed in these types of tests. 
Children who have artistic or sporting ability, problem solvers and those possessing interpersonal 
skills,  those able to synthesize information and creative thinkers for example are not able to  
demonstrate their talent in Literacy and Numeracy assessments. We encourage our students to do their 
very best on the day of the tests while being aware that results can vary and a student who may in fact 
be quite a good writer, for example, may not produce their best piece of writing on that particular day. 
The data that all schools receive from these assessments combined with school based assessments 
help teachers plan programs to meet the variety of learning needs of our students. 
 

God bless you and your family 
Bernadette Fabri 
Principal 
 



National Assessment Program– Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) Equating Study 
 

This year St Patrick’s Parramatta has been selected to be part of the NAPLAN Equating Study. 
 

As part of the National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN), the Australian  
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) will administer paper equating tests to  
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from a representative national sample of schools. The purpose of the 
equating tests is to enable the results for the 2017 NAPLAN tests to be reported comparably with tests 
from previous years, on the same measurement scales. 
 

Individual student and school results are not reported or published, and any identifying student  
information is destroyed. Although individual school and student results are not reported, it is essential 
that all students attempt the equating tests seriously. Trained administrators will be employed to  
administer the tests by ACARA.The selection of the students and the type of test is made by ACARA 
and we have been informed that it will be a sample of Year 3 and Year 5 students in the area of  
Reading We have been informed that this will take place on Thursday 4th May. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Mr Baird through the school office.  



 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to the   

following children who will 

celebrate their birthdays in 

the following week:   

Luke Maroun, Alanah Issa, 

Danielle Tannous, Isabella 

Maaraoui, Lucy Parkes, 

Maria Khoury, Ella  

Abdallah 

The Honour Award is awarded to the 

child who  demonstrates   

outstanding behaviour shown in the  

Student Charter 

3L Nyah Khalil 

3T Jerome Santos 

4B Alani Grohs 

4G Scarlett Khoury 

5C Julian Camenzuli 

5T Jethro Cauan 

6P Jarrod Kassis 

6W Alexander Sicurella 

The St Patrick’s award is given to the child 

who lives their life through Faith in Action  

3L Jack Gittany 

3T Madison Younes 

4B Mark Abraham  

4G Ryan Day 

5C Elaria Fayad 

5T Caitlin Maroun 

6P Cyarra Fernandez 

6W Gabriella Cruz 

 

 

 

Condolences 

We wish to extend our 

deepest sympathy to the 

Kalathil Family (Aiden 4B) 

on the passing of  Aiden’s 

Uncle. Please keep the  

family in your prayers.   



2017 School Terms 

Term 1  30th January to 7th April  

Term 2  24th April—Staff Development Day—No school for students  

   Term 2 will commence on the 26th April for students and conclude on the 30th June 

Term 3  17th July to 22nd September 

Term 4  9th October to 15th December 

** Please note Staff Development days may affect commencement & concluding dates. Please refer to our weekly newsletter in 2017. 

ICE BLOCKS !! We are selling ice blocks every Friday  until the 

end of term. Each child may buy ONE  ice block at $1.00 

each. 

In the last week of term the ice blocks will be sold on Wednesday 5th April, instead 

of Friday. 

Footsteps Dance Presents 

Family Disco ‘Dancing Under the Stars’ 

Friday 5 May 6-9pm (gates opening at 5pm) 

Why not have a night off cooking and grab dinner at the disco? 

Food will be available from 5pm.     

Outback Steakhouse Steak & Chicken Burgers, hotdogs, corn on the cob, ice-

creams, tea, coffee, water and drinks 

Glo-sticks on sale to help light up the dance floor. 

We are asking for for any drink donations to be dropped off at the office prior to the night.  Any  
donations will be gratefully accepted. 

Tickets on sale NOW through the office at $3 per person (pre schoolers free)  

SAFETY ALERT-AFTER SCHOOL PICK UP 
 
Dear Parents  
 
In the interest of the children's safety can I ask you to always cross at the crossing. We have of late 
received a number of phone calls from concerned parents from both schools regarding parents  
crossing their children across busy roads in what they perceived were under very dangerous  
conditions. The question one might need to ask is ,"if you child found themselves by themselves on 
the street and needed to cross the road, what do you think they would do - based on your role  
modelling for them?" Children are often unable to discriminate the difference between, this is what I 
do with mummy or daddy but if on my own I will do this. Teach them right the first way is my best  
advice. 
 
Thanking you as always for you consideration of this important message. 
 
Bernadette Fabri 



We have one of our very own students in this  

production and it would be great if you got along to 

support Aoife Mitchell (3T) in the school holidays. 

Good luck Aoife!!! 

Recount - Our Year 2 Excursion to Elizabeth Farm 

Last Friday, Year 2 went to Elizabeth Farm in Parramatta. We travelled there by bus. We went to Elizabeth Farm because we were  

learning about Elizabeth Macarthur and the history of Parramatta. Firstly, when we arrived at Elizabeth Farm we ate our recess in our 

groups. Then, we packed our bags away in storage boxes. 

Next, we met our Museum Tour Guides. They showed us around Elizabeth Farm. We visited Elizabeth Macarthur’s Drawing Room. The 

Drawing Room was filled with artefacts from the past. We saw an old piano, lounge, newspaper, letters, drawing book and a game of 

Jacks. After that, we visited Elizabeth Macarthur’s garden. It was filled with herbs and vegetables. We picked some herbs and enjoyed 

smelling them. Soon after, we went to the backyard to play some games that were played by Elizabeth Macarthur’s children. The games 

were Skittles, Hoop and Stick, Cup and Ball and Coits. The games were fun! 

Then, we visited Elizabeth Macarthur’s bedroom. The bed was made by four different mattresses. The layers were made of horse hair, 

straw, feathers and wool. They used a chamber pot to go to the toilet. Finally, we visited Elizabeth Macarthur’s kitchen. The kitchen was 

dark, so it was lit up by candlelight. The kitchen was filled with old pots and an old fire stove. Before we went home, we had a turn at 

washing clothes on a washing board with soap. We also had a go at writing our names with a quill and ink. At the end of the day, we 

thanked our tour guides and boarded the bus to return to school. 

We had a wonderful time touring around Elizabeth Farm! 

By Year 2. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sub tuum praesidium 
 

Our VISION is to be a child  

centred faith community within 
an innovative,  

interactive learning  
environment. 

 
 

Our MISSION is to – 
 

Live out the Gospel Values in a 
visibly Catholic tradition 

 

Nurture students for Christian  
Leadership 

 

Create a range of learning  
experiences which allow children 

to progress at their own level 
 

Assist our students to develop 
into independent thinkers with a 
deep sense of responsibility and 

justice 
 

Lead each individual towards 
reaching his/her potential 

 

Generate a sense of community 
and compassion in which all  

Experience belonging. 
 

Opportunity for all 

MASS TIMETABLE FOR  

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL  

PARRAMATTA 
 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday 8.00am, 6.00pm (Vigil) 

Sunday  8.00am,  9.30am (Family) 

  11.00am (Solemn), 6.00pm 

Weekday Masses 

Mon to Fri 6.45am, 12.30pm 

Public Hol 8.00am 

 

Pastoral Team 

Bishop of Parramatta Most Rev.  

Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM CONV 

Very Rev Fr Robert Bossini  

Fr George Azhakath 

Rev Deacon Willy Limjap 

Margaret Gale ( Sacramental Coord) 

Milli Lee (Parish Admin Asst) 

Patricia Preca (Parish Secretary) 

2017 School Calendar 

Term 1 

Week 10 

Friday 31st March   Primary Assembly—2.15pm—Year 3  

Week 11 

Monday 3rd April   Tri-skills—Gymnastics 

Tuesday  4th April    Tri-skills—Gymnastics 

Wednesday 5th April  Year 5 Nursing Home visit 

Friday 7th April    Pre Easter Whole School Assembly—2.00pm— 

     Kinder 

     LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 

Term 2 

Week 1 

Monday 24th April    Staff Development Day—No students 

Tuesday 25th April    ANZAC DAY—No students 

Wednesday 26th April  Students returned to school for Term 2 

     Post Easter Liturgy—9am 

Friday 28th April    Primary Assembly—2.15pm—Year 4  

 

Week 2 

Tuesday 2nd May    Diocesan Cross Country 

Friday 5th May    Year 5 Excursion to Hyde Park Barracks 

     Infants Assembly—2.15pm—Year 1 

     School Disco— 6pm—9pm (Gates open 5pm) 

Week 3 

Tuesday 9th May    NAPLAN—Language/Writing—Years 3 & 5 only 

     Mother’s Day Stall 

Wednesday 10th May  NAPLAN—Reading—Years 3 & 5 only 

Thursday 11th May    NAPLAN—Numeracy—Years 3 & 5 only 

Friday 12th May    Mother’s Day Mass and Morning Tea  

     More details to follow 

     NO ASSEMBLY  

Week 4 

Friday 19th May    Primary Assembly—2.15pm—Year 5  

 

 



Applications for MindQuest can be picked up from the office  


