St Patrick’s Primary School Newsletter
19th May 2016

Term 2 Issue 4
Dear Parents,
This week I would like to share a letter sent to our Kindergarten parents last week which I think is applicable to all parents,
and it is to do with fostering independence. Whist the examples are targeted to children aged 5 and 6, if you added age
appropriate contexts, it is easily transferable. Over the years I have found that the most successful students are those who
demonstrate the following qualities;
An ability to take risks in their learning by showing persistence and adaptability.
A focused drive for honest feedback from their peers and teachers
An interest in learning new things with a balanced approach to performance.
An ability to work with others in a spirit of generosity in sharing skills and information.
An ability to take ownership of their actions without blame or shame.
A sense of fun without being too casual about education.
A developing sense of themselves including their strengths, areas of development and passions.
How do children develop these important skills one might ask? Research suggests that it commences with a strong sense of
self efficacy which is deeply connected to developing confidence and a sense of independence. I invite you to read the letter
over the page and an associated article included in this newsletter written by educational specialist Michael Grose who writes
many interesting papers for parents. Let me know what you think.
God Bless you and your family
Bernadette Fabri
Principal

Mother’s Day Raffle and Stall
Thank you to the following members of the Parent Events Committee and volunteers who assisted with the Mother’s Day
stall, raffle and morning tea.
Mrs Joseph, Mrs Younan, Mrs Ayoub, Mrs Agostino, Mrs Remaili, Mrs Kalouch, Mrs Barakat, Mrs Harb, Mrs Giron, Ms
Feng, Mrs Saliba, Mrs Gereige, Mrs Azizi, Mrs Nikolakopoulos, Mrs Khouri, Mrs Moujalli, Mrs Saab, Ms Dooley, Mrs
Bechara, Mrs L Jabbour, Mrs Matta, Mrs Maaraoui, Mrs S Jabbour, Mrs Johnson and Mrs Tolentino. Apologies if we have
left off your name, Please contact the office so we can acknowledge your assistance. Our sincere apology if we have
inadvertently omitted your name.
Thank you to Mrs Barakat for organizing and coordinating the raffle prizes. Thank you also to Mrs Barakat for the donation
of the flowers given out at Mass. Thank you to TUCKSHOP2U for the extra donation of the platters.
Drum Roll…….. The total amount raised from the Mother’s Day stall and raffle is $2191.00.
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I’m a Big Kid Now!
Dear Parents,
One of our most valued goals in Kindergarten is to develop the social and emotional capacity of your child. Each
day we endeavour to provide your child with opportunities to develop independence, resilience, persistence,
respect and self-confidence.
Learning how to be independent and self-reliant is vitally important, not only to your child’s social and emotional
development but their academic development also.
Helping your child do things for themselves will teach them responsibility and how to function independently. It
will also help to develop in them a sense of self efficacy or the belief that "I can!"
Research shows that self-efficacy beliefs are associated with beneficial aspects of human functioning. The belief
that one can control stressful events is related to emotional well-being, successful coping, health behaviours,
better performance on cognitive tasks, and a good health. (Reflectd 2014)
Now that we are in Term 2 and the children are familiar with school routines and expectations, we will be
expecting them to be able to demonstrate an ability to 'have a go' on their own, try new things and be
responsible for age appropriate jobs and tasks in the classroom. This will assist the children to develop these
critical self efficacy beliefs and also the perception that the adults around them trust that they will succeed, even if
it means making mistakes along the way.
You can support your child in this development by helping them to do the following tasks on their own:
Carry their own school bag.
Line up at morning assembly on their own and walk to class with their
teacher.
Use their manners respectfully.
Look after their own personal property. Eg, lunch box, hat, jumper
Toilet themselves independently and wash their hands.
Ask to go to the toilet when required.
(Boys) Tuck their shirt in.
Take any notes out of their communication pouch to give to the teacher.
Eat most or all of their recess and lunch during allocated eating times. (Please do not over pack their
lunchbox)
Work through minor conflicts on their own.
Attempt to tie shoelaces
These expectations are familiar to your children.
We believe that your child is capable of doing
these things on their own. By establishing high
but realistic expectations for your child, you are
sending them the message that you trust in their
capabilities to handle things and that you are
confident in their abilities. Parents will often find
that there is a correlation between this
independence and an improvement in learning
outcomes.
Looking forward to continuing to watch your child
blossom and develop a strong sense of
confidence and resilience this year.

The Honour Award is awarded to the child
who demonstrates outstanding
behaviour shown in the Student Charter

The St Patrick’s award is given to the child who lives
their life through Faith in Action
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Happy Birthday to the following children who will celebrate their
birthdays in the following week:
Elna Koikkara, Isabella Younes, Angelina Wakim, Aurora Broadbridge,
Christopher Mekdessi, Isabella Dang, Zayden Weaver, Kyra Dpenha
Staff Development Day
This term’s Staff Development Day is on Tuesday 14th June. Please be aware that there will be
NO school on this day.
2016 Year 6 Farewell Dinner
Tickets

Winter Uniform Changeover
Winter Uniform is now being worn by the children. Please ensure
your child is dressed in their full winter uniform including boys and
girls ties. All uniform can be purchased from Oz Fashions
115-127 Parramatta Rd, Clyde.
Girls’ Winter Uniform

Tartan Pinafore
White Long Sleeve Blouse (Peter Pan collar)
Tartan School Tie
Green above ankle Socks or Tights
Black Shoes
Green School Jumper
Green Jacket with Emblem
Green School Hat

Boy’s Winter Uniform

Grey Long Trousers
Grey Long Sleeve Shirt
Green Tie

Grey above ankle Socks
Black Shoes
Grey School Jumper
Green Jacket with Emblem
Green School Hat

One of the Year 6 Mum’s, Paula Michael will be available
at Villiers Street Café every Friday between 2-3 to
purchase tickets for the Farewell Dinner alternatively
you can contact Paula to make other arrangements on
0417 901 919. The details are as follows:Date:

Friday 18th November 2016

Time:

6.00pm (for 6.30pm start)

Venue:

Renaissance
Function
3 New St East, Lidcombe

Centre,

Cost:

$50
per
adult
under 12 — $20

children

and

CHANGE IN AFTERNOON PICK UP
Commences Monday 23 May
Dear Parents
It is always our aim at St Patrick's Parramatta to ensure our policies and procedures are clear, effective
and functional. We believe that the afternoon pick up system is going extremely well however we have
had some concerns from parents needing to go to the classrooms for pick up by parents. The reason
we instigated this was because the children in the amphitheatre could not hear their names being called
if by chance their parents decided to pick them up by car. To mitigate this issue we have now installed 2
new speakers in the amphitheatre. This means we can go back to our original system. I am sure
parents having to go up and down stairs to collect their children will be very pleased about this change
in routine.
After school care - children sit in the 'Cave' area under the hall until they are picked up.
Drive through - children will remain in their classrooms until their names are called. A teacher on the
playground will assist them to move swiftly to the gate and teachers on the street will assist them to
enter the car if necessary
Children to be picked up by parents - K—Yr 6 will be brought down to the amphitheatre to wait for
parents etc. If they are called for drive through they will now hear their names.
Children catching the bus or going by walk - will be taken across the crossing by a teacher.
With this system it is hoped that no parent will need to walk to the classrooms but will have the
convenience of their children waiting for them in the amphitheatre.
At this stage we have not received any information from Parramatta Council regarding the change of
signage on Trott Street. Our current procedures have been accepted so we will continue the drive thru
pickup as per normal.
Thanking you as always for your continued cooperation

NB: As per current procedures we ask that parents be mindful of the students in their child’s class who have
severe allergies to particular foods. We ask that you do not order foods that may place these children in
danger. If unsure please contact your child’s class teacher. These foods include egg, tuna and sesame seeds,
depending on your child’s class. As Tuckshop2u is a service available to all schools the menu cannot be
controlled at this stage.

Sick Children
We know that it can sometimes be difficult to determine whether your child is too
sick to attend school. In the interests of the wellbeing of our whole school
community we ask you to take a moment to review the "Too Sick To Go To School?"
chart created by NSW Health which is accessible from the following webpage http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/health/too-sick-to-go-to-school

This chart reminds parents of the advisable periods of time children should be away from school during and after an illness. When your child is sent to school unwell it is impossible for them to focus on their learning. If your
child becomes distressed, due to being unwell, we will be making a phone call to ask you to collect your child.
We appreciate your co-operation with keeping our school healthy and happy.

Seminar - Dealing With The Legal System
Each year CCSS Solo Parent Services offers an Information night for anyone interested in gaining a greater
understanding on how to choose the best lawyer for your situation, how best to deal with Lawyers so as to
minimize your legal fees and how to protect your rights regarding family assets. This night is being held on
Tuesday 7th June from 7.30pm - 9.30pm at CCSS, 38 Prince St, Blacktown. Guest Speaker: Mr Richard Brading, (Solicitor at Wesley Legal
Service, Castlereagh St.)
Cost: $7. Registration Essential: Rita Ph. 8822 2222 soloparentservices@ccss.org.au
YOUNGER WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP
Next Gathering for Solo Parent Services’ Younger Widowed Support Group is on Tuesday 17th May. Please note change of Venue: Institute for Mission, 1-5 Marion St, Blacktown.
Time: 7pm – 9pm Cost: $5.00. Registration: Rita Ph. 8822 2222 or Email: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au

2016
Important Dates
Term 2
Week 4
Friday 20th May

sub tuum praesidium

Captivate Rehearsal Infants
Primary Assembly—Year 5 - 2.15pm

Week 5
Tuesday 24th May

Year 4 Incursion—Fizzic’s Education

Thursday 26th May

Stage 3 Girls Soccer Gala Day

Friday 27th May

Year 5 Excursion—Bathurst
Captivate Rehearsal Primary
Infants Assembly—Kindergarten - 2.15pm

Week 6
Tuesday 31st May

ICAS—Science commences at 7.40am

Thursday 2nd June

Stage 3 Boys Soccer Gala Day

Friday 3rd June

Primary Assembly—Year 3 - 2.15pm

Week 7
Friday 10th June

Primary Athletics Carnival
Infants Fun Day
NO ASSEMBLY

Week 8

Our VISION is to be a child
centred faith community within
an innovative,
interactive learning
environment.
Our MISSION is to –
Live out the Gospel Values in a
visibly Catholic tradition
Nurture students for Christian
Leadership
Create a range of learning
experiences which allow children
to progress at their own level
Assist our students to develop
into independent thinkers with a
deep sense of responsibility and
justice
Lead each individual towards
reaching his/her potential
Generate a sense of community
and compassion in which all
Experience belonging.

Opportunity for all

Monday 13th June

PUBLIC HOLIDAY—NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 14th June

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY—NO SCHOOL

Friday 17th June

Assembly—Choir - 2.15pm

Week 9
Tuesday 21st June

Walk-a-thon

Thursday 23rd June

Captivate Performance

Friday 24th June

Primary Assembly—Year 6 - 2.15pm

Week 10
Thursday 30th June

Stage 2 Boys & Girls Soccer Gala Day

Friday 1st July

Infants Assembly—Year 2 - 2.15pm
LAST DAY OF TERM 2

MASS TIMETABLE FOR
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
PARRAMATTA
Weekend Masses
Saturday
8.00am, 6.00pm (Vigil)
Sunday
8.00am, 9.30am (Family)
11.00am (Solemn), 6.00pm
Weekday Masses
Mon to Fri
6.45am, 12.30pm
Public Hol
8.00am
Pastoral Team

Fr Peter Williams elected Diocesan
Administrator
Very Rev Fr Robert Bossini
Rev Fr John Paul Escarlan
Rev Fr Steven Hyun
Rev Deacon Willy Limjap
Margaret Gale ( Sacramental Coord)

