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Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents and visitors who attended the school this week for 
the Catholic Schoolôs Week Celebrations (CSW). CSW runs from 1st to 7th March and all 82 schools in 
the Diocese of Parramatta celebrated  this special event with a variety of activities.  
 

St Patrickôs Parramatta is one of 82 schools in the Diocese of Parramatta. There are 11 dioceses in 
NSW, each led by their own Bishop and Catholic School Agency. In total there are 598 Catholic Schools 
in New South Wales which educate 257,000 students. Catholic Schools employ 30,000 staff. For more 
detailed information refer to the Catholic Schools New South Wales (CSNSW) infographic included in 
this newsletter.  
 

This year we are celebrating 200 years of Catholic Education and St Patrickôs, being one of the oldest of 
schools, is particularly proud. Research is currently underway to determine exactly when St Patrickôs 
School was first established but according to Frances Macaluso Archive Assistant Mercy Sisters,  
Parramatta, we can confirm this information thus far. 
 

In 1874 the school was staffed by Sisters of Mercy (North Sydney) who had come from Liverpool,  
England. Three of these Sisters resided at the Guild Cottage, their first Branch House, where St Vincent 
de Paul Centre stood. The North Sydney Sisters of Mercy had established their Mother House at Monte 
Santô Angelo in 1875.   In 1881 Archbishop Roger Bede Vaughan OSB laid the Foundation stone of a 
large brick building, opposite St Patrickôs Church, cnr of Pennant Street (now Victoria Road) and Villiers 
Street, at the request of Archdeacon J Rigney, parish priest of Parramatta. 

  
In 1888 The Sisters of Mercy Parramatta took over the School. The first Principal was Sr Mary Agnes 
Kavanagh, she was one of the nine foundation sisters, who travelled from Callan, Ireland in 1888. 

The original St Patrick's school was on the block opposite the parish church dedicated to St  
Patrick.  (Now the site of OLMC College and St Patrick's Cathedral). The Sisters taught here for about 
40 years. 

  
In 1926 another site was provided for a girlsô school, cnr of Villiers Street and Ross Street and a new 
two-storey building was erected. This is the current brick building housing the school office. In 1927 the 
old building was demolished in Victoria Road.  
 

We are immensely proud of our Catholic heritage, and are committed to celebrating and showcasing the 
achievements of students in our school. 
 

Our school is proud of the wonderful teaching and learning that takes place in our classrooms and  
learning spaces every day, as well as the contribution our school and other Catholic Schools have made 
to Australian communities, in particular the more vulnerable and disadvantaged members of our wider 
community. 
 

 I would like to thank each and every one of you for all 
your contributions to the St Patrickôs Parramatta  
community and I ask God to bless you and your family 
always. 

 
Bernadette Fabri 

Principal 
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Parent Representative Council (PRC) 
 

Thank you to Mrs Diala Semaan for offering to be the schoolôs Parent Representative Council  
representative for the school. We will look forward to communicating to you any information Mrs 
Semaan acquires that may be of interest to you and in advertising upcoming PRC events.  



NAPLAN Yrs 3 and 5  
 
 
 

 
 
NAPLAN information will be available through this newsletter over the next 2 terms. Please watch this 
space. 
 
NAPLAN FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 

What organisations are responsible for delivering NAPLAN Online? 

¶ Education Services Australia is responsible for developing the online assessment capability and platform, using 
      ACARAôs detailed requirement specifications. 

¶ ACARA is responsible for the NAPLAN Online assessment and for reporting the results of these assessments. 

¶ State and territory school authorities are responsible for ensuring their schools are ready to move online. 

 
The links below take you to demonstration tests for conventions of language (grammar, punctuation, and spelling), 
numeracy, reading and writing for each NAPLAN test year level: 3, 5, 7 and 9. As all Year 3 students will complete the 
writing test on paper, there is no Year 3 demonstration test for writing. 
  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǇŀƎŜǎΦŀǎǎŜǎǎŦƻǊƳΦŜŘǳΦŀǳκǇŀƎŜǎκȅŜŀǊ-о-ŘŜƳƻǎ  
 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǇŀƎŜǎΦŀǎǎŜǎǎŦƻǊƳΦŜŘǳΦŀǳκǇŀƎŜǎκȅŜŀǊ-р-ŘŜƳƻǎ  

12ï22 May NAPLAN Online 

           READERS MISSING - APPEAL  
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 
Do you mind checking if you have any readers belonging 
to the school. It is very important that children can ac-
cess the stories/texts that they are reading in class so as 
to practise their reading skills at home however on occa-
sion these can be left at home and get caught up in 
home libraries. These readers are purchased in sets for 
groups of children to use with their teacher and it is very 
important that all children can access a reader each. At 
present there are a number of readers missing from the 
set. If you have any readers please do not be concerned, 
just drop them in to the office or send them home with 
your child. They will be received gratefully! 

 
    Miss Fabri 

 Exploring mathematical sequences  
of connected, cumulative and challenging tasks (EMC3) 

 

This year students in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 from our school, along 
with students from 20 other schools in the Parramatta Diocese, have been  

invited to take part in a series of learning experiences that require reasoning and making connections in 
Mathematics. These tasks have been designed to encourage our children to persist when challenged, 
sustain their thinking and take risks when trying to solve problems in different ways.  
 

Parents of students in K to Yr 2 will be given a permission note that will enable teachers to use samples 
of work photos and videos as evidence when sharing the mathematical thinking of our students with the 
wider diocesan network. If you receive one of these forms please complete and return to your childôs 
classroom teacher as soon as possible. The use of your childôs work samples and inclusion in this  
research is optional.  
 
Thank You, 

Jenny Barclay 

https://pages.assessform.edu.au/pages/year-3-demos
https://pages.assessform.edu.au/pages/year-5-demos


Year Six Moran Photography Experience 
 

On Thursday 27th February some of the Year 6 students participated in the Moran Photography Day. It was an amazing 
experience. The experience allowed us to learn about how lighting, shadows and backgrounds can enhance our photos. 
We were able to go to Bankwest Stadium and grab some great photographic shots, swinging around to capture all  
angles.  
 
The sun was shining through the clouds in the sky and everyone was bursting with excitement as Louise (the professional 
photographer) explained what learning we were going to undertake. Some of us had to share a camera but that did not 
bother us. After a brief introduction and  induction of expectations, our journey began. Exiting the school and traveling to 
Bankwest we couldnôt stop talking as we were buzzing with ideas, our hearts pounding with eagerness. 
 
When we arrived, we curiously searched for a perfect place to take a photo. Finding objects and structures and posing in 
the most awkward of positions to take a good picture. We captured many unique images under the expertise of Louise and 
the careful eye of Mrs Carroll. 
  
Upon arriving back to school, we were able to capture more amazing shots on our school grounds. We were then given the 
opportunity to select 5 of our favourite photos each that we believed highlighted our learning and enter them into a  
photography competition called the Moran Photographic Prize for primary children. We were also given the opportunity to 
print 5 photos to keep. 
  
We are all dearly grateful for this experience as not only was it a fun day, but we developed new skills and learning.  
 
Renee Kougellis and Brian Chen 

MacKillop Tennis 
 
Last Friday on the 28th of February, Talia and Liam went to Wollongong to represent the  
Parramatta diocese at tennis and to try and make the NSW team. It was a scorching hot day 
as representatives from NSW dioceses showed up in their proudly worn uniforms.  
 
The day began as the players gathered onto the court after the managers gave us all an  
inspiring pep talk.  A whistle blew which signaled the games to start playing. We played game 
after game, getting more and more tired by the minute, though Talia and Liam did amazingly 

well.  After that was the playoffs. When all the matches were finished they gathered all the players to the clubhouse and  
announced those who made the team and players who needed to play again. Liam had to play again but lost to some  
talented players. 
 
Overall, it was a great experience and a good opportunity to meet others who also enjoy playing tennis. 

From the Learning Pit... 
 
From the moment we are born our brains are making connections that help us develop 
and interact with the world around us. It is through trial and error, while being challenged 
that true learning and growth occurs.  

 
I remember watching my children as babies struggling to take their first steps. Pulling 
themselves up on various pieces of furniture only to fall down again and again. Until finally 

they were able to take their first unassisted steps. At times, I held out my hand or guided them with an encouraging lift or 
smile until they no longer needed my help. And soon the walking turned into running and dodging pieces of furniture.  

 
Learning new concepts takes a similar path. When your child is introduced to a new idea or concept they learn by being  
given scaffolds, watching or seeking guidance from others. During this time the student will make many mistakes, which we 
know is a great way to learn. Until finally they are able to apply their understanding to a new concept or content area. In our 
classroom the language we use when talking about this process of learning is; ósurfaceô, ódeepô and ótransferô. Where we 
want the students to build knowledge, make meaning and apply their understanding to new areas or contexts. All parts of 
this process are equally important and all are needed for learning to occur. 
Mrs Standring 


