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9th September, 2021 Term 3 Week  9

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

A few weeks ago, on the school?s Facebook page, I was delighted to see photos of our Year 5 students 

celebrating their gifts and talents. These gifts and talents have had a good ?work out? during the lockdown 

period. How wonderful it was to see children demonstrating their skills of cooking and baking, trail bike 

riding, sketching, making dioramas, completing complicated jigsaw puzzles, making murals, or decorating 

boxes. Some even started their own litt le business as junior entrepreneurs by making slime. The gifts of 

painting and sculpture is well known for the benefits they have for a person?s well-being as they are often a 

form of meditation. When you do something you enjoy, it lifts our spirits and helps us put our world in 

perspective.

This week can I encourage all children to look at doing something they really enjoy and to send in photos 

or videos of their gifts and talents or what they have been doing to keep themselves happy and distracted. 

Help us to share these marvellous gifts with others in our school community and to inspire them to find a 

hobby or fun activity.

God bless you and your family

Bernadette Fabri

Principal

Gifts Need to Be Opened 

The bottle sat uncorked for years. I had been given the champagne as a gift. Instead of opening it right 
away, I decided I would save it for some big occasion. Big meant getting engaged, buying a house, or 
starting a business. Some of those things happened in my life but others never did. Through it all, that 
bottle travelled with me, uncorked. 

Years passed and I finally decided that the time was right to open the bottle. Instead of a sharp pop of the 
cork. there was a rather dull sound. When I poured out the contents, the once sparkling wine had turned 
flat and brown. It had a horrible smell and an even more dreadful taste. I never got the chance to savour 
the champagne or share it with those I loved.

It is like that with many gifts we are given. We hoard them away in boxes or on shelves waiting for the 
magical ?someday? to arrive so we can use them. Some people go to their graves with gifts they?ve been 
given and never used, sometimes with the tags still on them.

  

This applies not only to material things, but also to God-given gifts. Every person is abundantly blessed 
with gifts meant to be discovered and put to use, not hidden away for some special occasion. Sadly many 
times the gifts are never opened, acknowledged or used. The saddest part is they were never shared with 
others.

The lesson I have learned is that whether the gift comes from God or a friend, I will not wait for the ?right? 
time to open it. I will open it, use it and make a difference. It is why the gift was given in the first place.

AUTHOR AND SOURCE UNKNOWN



R U OK?

Please click  on t he l ink  for  a fant ast ic video for  Pr im ary Aged St udent s 

St af f  Developm ent  Day

Every year the NSW Government allocates 6 days to each school to be used for 

Staff Professional Development. Schools are required by the staff Enterprise 

Agreement to provide this Professional Learning.

The St af f  Developm ent  Day scheduled for  t he 17t h Sept em ber  w il l  

st i l l  be going ahead. 

The decision to go ahead has been made in preference to postponing this day for next term 

when the children are scheduled to be on site as most of the children are learning from home at 

the moment. Children will not be expected to do any learning on this day but optional activities 

will be available.

As always school is opened on this day for those families where supervision is unavailable

Solidar it y w it h Afghanist an: How you can help
Jesuit  Refugee Services

To support families seeking asylum and refugees; feel free to visit this website for 
more information. 

https://aus.jrs.net/en/news/solidarity-with-afghanistan-how-you-can-help/ 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/594515979?h=54ff7596f5
https://player.vimeo.com/video/594515979?h=54ff7596f5
https://player.vimeo.com/video/594515979?h=54ff7596f5
https://aus.jrs.net/en/news/solidarity-with-afghanistan-how-you-can-help/


BOOK WEEK CONTINUES 2021 
This year?s Children?s Book Week theme is

 ?OLD WORLDS, NEW 

WORLDS, OTHER WORLDS

New and excit ing act ivit ies and 
oppor t unit ies w il l  be available t hrough 

your  Google Classroom .

JOIN IN THE FUN AND YOUR PHOTO MAY BE 
POSTED ON THE SCHOOL?S FACEBOOK PAGE.







eSafetyparents

NOTES FROM THE E-SAFETY COMMISSIONER. 

ht t ps:/ /www.esafet y.gov.au/parent s

SCHOOL SPEAK 
EYA 

Early Years Assessments (EYA) are undertaken at the beginning, middle and end of 
year, for Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 students in various aspects of literacy. This 
is another example of tracking.

Safet y t ips Use bookm arks ?  set up bookmarks in the web browser your child uses. 
This may help minimise the risk of them coming across unsuitable websites and content. 

Set  up a folder  ?  on shared devices, set up a folder of apps or programs that are 
suitable for your child to use. 

Airplane m ode ?  turn on airplane or flight mode on Apple and Android mobile devices 
to restrict access to some online services.

Limited on space inside? No problem!
Try these BIG act ivit ies for small indoor spaces - 
paper aeroplanes, cubby houses, balloon tennis, 
toss socks in laundry basket or create a cushion 
obstacle course!

What are you doing at home to keep the kids 
act ive and occupied?

For more fun ideas for the family to be act ive at 
home:

ht tps:// fb.watch/v/36D_Gh31T/

PS. Don?t forget that physical act ivity can also 
help your child get a better night?s sleep!

https://fb.watch/v/36D_Gh31T/


Is your  child unwell ? 

If you are learning from home and your child is too sick to 
participate in online learning please follow normal absence 
reporting procedures by sending in a skoolbag alert or email 
to stpatricksparra@parra.catholic.edu.au. This will allow the 
office staff to amend their attendance and notify their 
teachers they are unwell. 

If your child has been attending school for supervision 
please follow the above guidelines for a child that is sick. A 
reminder that if your child is ill with any COVID 19 symptoms 
they are not to attend school, so as to keep our school community safe.  

Thank you for your understanding.

Mrs Jones 

"The faith we proclaim tonight makes us see God present 
in all those situations where we think he is absent... He is 
present in the unwelcome visitor, often unrecognizable, 
who walks through our cities and our neighborhoods, 
who travels on our buses and knocks on our doors."

Pope Francis

We w ish t o ext end our  deepest  sym pat hy t o t he Kalouche 
Fam ily (Gabr iel 5C, Chr ist ian 5C, Makayla 5T, Benjam in 3T & 
Joseph KA) on t he passing of  t heir  Grandfat her . 

Please keep all Kalouche Fam ilies in your  prayers. 



Join the community in an online concert of hope (featuring Fr Rob 
Galea), live Q&A panel including those who have fled Afghanistan 
seeking protection and those who have worked there. Details are 

below: 



Happy Bir t hday t o all t he children who w il l  
celebrat e t heir  bir t hday over  t he next  week: 

Ariana Bousimon, Nicholas Drosos, Xavier Abu-Ali, 
Jared Cauan, Noah Abu-Ali, Alisha Katafono, 

Sara Lorenzo, Elijah Vella, Mario Kancijanic, 

Emily Lin, Athena Valencia

SCHOOL WELL-BEING COUNSELLING SERVICE 

The wellbeing of children and young people in Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta schools is of paramount 
importance.   A sense of well-being and connectedness in schools promotes optimal development of the person 
and contributes to academic success. 

Access to counselling services can be made by contacting your child's classroom teacher or Ms Fabri, who will then 
put forward a referral. Mrs Ricketts will then contact you for further information. Further details can be found in 
previous newsletters.

FEEDBACK and COMPLAINTS

St Patrick?s Parramatta staff always welcome feedback and ideas from the parent community. If you have any 
feedback, concerns or complaints please do not hesitate to contact your child?s class teacher, Mrs Standring 
(behaviour) or Miss Fabri through the school office (8832 4600), school email address 
stpatsricksparra@parra.catholic.edu.au, or through Skoolbag App. The school follows the CEDP Complaints 
Handling Policy. 

ht t ps:/ /www.par ra.cat holic.edu.au/About -Us/Policy-Cent ral

Preparat ion for  t he Sacram ent  of  Conf irm at ion: 

Further information and an update will be provided.

For the telecast of Weekend mass follow this link:

 St . Pat r ick 's Cat hedral, Par ram at t a - Facebook

https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au/About-Us/Policy-Central
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954
https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Cathedral-Parramatta-1590485624520954


Our VISION is to be a child centred faith community 

within an innovative, interactive learning 

environment.

Our MISSION is to ?

Live out the Gospel Values in a visibly Catholic 

tradition

Nurture students for Christian Leadership

Create a range of learning experiences which allow

children to progress at their own level

Assist our students to develop into independent

thinkers with a deep sense of responsibility and justice

Lead each individual towards reaching his/her potential

Generate a sense of community and compassion in which all

Experience belonging.

Opportunity for all

MASS TIMETABLE FOR ST PATRICK?S 
CATHEDRALPARRAMATTA

Weekend Masses
Saturday 8.00am, 6.00pm (Vigil)
Sunday 8.00am,9.30am (Family), 11.00am (Solemn), 6.00pm, 
7.15pm (Arabic)

Weekday Masses
Mon to Fri 6.30am, 12.30pm    Public Hol 8.00am

Past oral Team

Dean & Adm inist rat or : 
Very Rev Fr  Robert Riedling

Assist ant  Pr iest s: 
Rev Chris del Rosario, Rev Chadi Ibrahim SDB

Par ish Secret ary:                  Sacram ent al Coordinat or :
Pat Preca        Meg Gale
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